Who is Jesus for you?

| wonder how you will respond to that question. How you do so will depend on your own
spiritual journey and life experiences. But how you respond — or if you’re willing to do so,
even - needs to be honest and authentically you.

There is a wonderful video clip that you can find online, including on YouTube. It will only
take up two minutes of your time to watch and | wholeheartedly recommend it; even to
watch it several times. The question ‘Who is Jesus for you?’ was put to Rowan Williams, the
former Archbishop of Canterbury, in an event at St Paul’s Cathedral in 2019. The questioner
was the then Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, now of course Archbishop herself.

With a characteristic pause for thought, after saying ‘Who is Jesus for me?’, Rowan Williams
responds:

‘The ground of all my hope.

The definition of what | long and pray to grow into, in terms of obedience to, and intimacy
with, God the Father.

The one who holds together a human race that’s always trying to tear itself apart, who
gives the breath of his Spirit so that we share life, not fight over it.

The one whose death and resurrection are the centre point of all human history.
I could go on all night and not say anything really.

Yes, if all the things he did were written down, the world itself could not contain the books
that would be written, as somebody put it.”

The beauty of his words lose much by being written down on a page like this, rather than
being heard in his meditative, sonorous and warm tone. One of the greatest minds of our
time reveals something deep from the heart. (The ‘somebody’ is John, in the final words of
the gospel that bears his name, by the way.)

The Incarnation - God taking human form in Jesus to communicate God’s love for all people
through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection — demands a response from everyone. Even if it is
to shrug off thinking about who Jesus is and turn mind and body away — that is a response,
still.

It was a great joy to be able to be at Worcester Cathedral at Petertide this year to support a
dear friend as she was ordained Deacon. Giving her life to God’s service, to equip the whole
people of God to make Christ known, was her huge, daunting and joyful response to the
guestion of who Jesus is for her. As it is for all who were ordained at the same time,
throughout the Church, and for all who are already in ordained ministry, and in lay ministry.



At the service in Worcester and subsequently, | have been reflecting deeply on my own
ordination in Gloucester, as deacon in 2012 and as priest in 2013. And on how | have
managed, and how | have fallen short, in living out that ministry since then.

Every one of us, as the baptised (or who is considering baptism), is challenged to respond to
the question: ‘Who is Jesus for you?’ Responding to God’s call to us in Christ, by devoting
our lives to prayer, worship and service, loving God with every ounce of our being and loving
our neighbour as ourselves.

This is baptismal living and is lifelong. Considering how, or if, we are living out the words of
our baptismal commission, by which we all are called to worship and serve God:

e Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread,
and in the prayers?

e Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return
to the Lord?

e Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ?

e Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, loving your neighbour as yourself?

e Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society, by prayer for the world
and its leaders, by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice?

The liturgical response each of us makes to each of these questions is: ‘With the help of
God, | will” We cannot do any of this individually, under our own steam or inspiration.

Similarly, at ordination services of deacons and priests (and of bishops, too) each person
being ordained is reminded: ‘You cannot bear the weight of this calling in your own
strength, but only by the grace and power of God.’

Responding —in love, to God, neighbour and self —is part of our benefice’s rhythm of life.

So, who is Jesus for you? And what are you going to do about it?

Fr Simon



