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A.L. LINFORD, L.R.I1.B:A. ,AM.I.C.E. ,A.M.I.Struct.E,

CHARTERTD , RCRITZCT, >
35 MARKET STREET,
TAMWORTH.

INSPECTION OF CHURCHFS MEASURE, 1855.

FIRST QUINQUENNTAL REPORT

on INSPECTION MADE BETIFEN April and June, 41959.

of the Church of
STT JOHN THE DIVINE, HORNINGLOW, BURTON-ON-T"ENT,

July, 1959,

HISTORY < DESCRIPTION.

No records, plans or photographs were available at
the inspection but it was understood that the Church was
built about 1865 and consecrated in 1866, and is therefore
approaching its centenary.

It is in the geometrical Decorated style of the Gothic
Revival, and built generally in a darkish grey, roughly worked,
limestone with dressings in a smooth and more lightly coloured 3
stone; in addition, there arerdecorative bands and other

features in a soft red sandstone.

The building comprises a five-bay Nave with horth and "\x“
south Aisles, Chancel about 30ft long by 419ft wide, with organ
and vestry on the north side - the latter being extended about
1913; there is an open and steeply-pitched roof to the Nave -

over LOft high to the ridge ~ with lean-to roofs over the Alsles,
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all in blue Welsh slates except the new Vestry building; -there |
is no clerestory.
The base of the Tower takes up the westernmost bay of

the South Aisle and forms the South Porch, with Belfry over;
the Tower is surmounted by an elegant Spire,

As regards the more important windows, the east window
of the Chancel is in five lights, in stained glass, illustrating
thoe 1ife of St. John; the stained glass window at the west

end of the ncorth Aisle was a depiction of the Adoration of the
Magi, but half of the original has gone and has been replaced
with coloured glass only; the main west window, upon which
the lighting of the Nave largely depends, was filled with
stained glass to the memory of John Hopkins who died in 1891

There was originally a casnopy over the clock face on the
west side of the Tower, but only the stone supporting corbels
now remain end this Elevation is probably better without this
feature.

B. BXTENT OF SURVEY,

Bxternal features above the eaves level of the two
aisles and above the flat roof over the vestries could not
be closely examined in a limited inspection such as this, but
I was able to inspect from a ladder the high gutter between
the mein roof and tower, and to see the stonework of the Spire
and other high features through field glacsses,

I had no reason to suspect any major defects in these
high places and I therefore conclude that the expense of
special scaffolding to the Spire purely for detailed examination,
or the wemoval of an area of slates from the main roofs to
eéxamine battens and boarding, etc. would be hardly justified.
Exceptions to this are the obvious deteriompation of the circular
sandstone columns in the Tower and Spire, which are mentioned
later,

An inspection was made of one of the meain roof trusses
of the Nave, from a ladder-up to the Collar beam at approximately
LOft above flpor level, and the timber was gquite sound; as
also was the timber at egves level from a roint over the north
arcade; there were no defects visible elsewhere in the main
roof from these two positions.,

No tests were made of the heating instzllation, the
electrical installation, of the lightning conductor; it is
presumed that the boiler is inspected regularly under insurance,
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and it is recommended that both the electrical work ang

lightning conductor should be tested and reported upon.
The Rells are out of commission so far as full ringing

is concerned, znd a thorough investigation, with the advice

of campanolcgists, is considered necessary; the wooden bell
frame appeared to be sound.

It was understood that up-to-date repair of the Fabric
was envisaged for the centenagry celebrations. 1 kept this ¥n
mind cduring the inspection, and my recommendstions and
programme ere largely governed by this consideration.

SYTERNAL INSPECTION NOTES. i

North Side. The main roofs of the Nave and North Aisle .
appear to be sound except for pointing required

to the ridge tiling of the Nave.

There is one defective stone in the coping
of the west parapet which should be replaced,
and all thes joints of this parapet need pointing
up; the lead aprons to the aisle (Nave and
North Aisle) roof should be refixed and pointed

upb

The label mould of the Vesrty doorway is
just beginning to go and needs attention, ]
The general condition of the stonework along this side |
is good - much better, in fact, than the remaining ele-
vatieons,

Tast _ends Very slight defects in the pointing up
of the Vestry wall are apparent; normelly
T would leave these -until the next quin-
guennial inspection.

7
l
{
The Chancel stonework generally indicates,
better than elsewhere, how the softer dressed
stone of the plinths, copings and water tables,
has suffered in comparison with the main ashlar -
Ralees
It is noted that the face of the buttivess
on the north side of the Chancel has recently
peen deagltiwith &t the base in @ denser grey
mﬁterial.
The face of the second plinth to the east
buttresses 1s badly decayed, 28 also are
three plinth stones on the east wall; they
require tc be cut out and replaced with
sound stones,
There is some efflorescence on the
butteesses and along the Chancel wzll, .



South sidS.

West end.

back and refaced. One of thHe coping stones (L.H.side)

Recent puttying up the glazing of the wim
appears to be effective but the four lowest of the
sandstone voussoirs in the arch have perished and
should be faced back.

One of the scuth-east buttresses of the Chancel
suffers to the same extent as the north-east buttress
mentioned above and requires general pointing and
the replacement of defective plinth bricks.

Minor attenion is required tc the gable stonework
and parapet.

The roofs are as reported for the North side.
The Chancel wall is in fair condition but there
is an area near the window of the South Aisle which

requires pointing,

The wall of the South Aisle is in four bays, with
alternate design for the window tracery. Thepre 18
some defective pointing in the easternmost bay and the
plinth the the second buttress reguires renewal.

Defectiversamdstone work occurs in the third bay,
and the puttying of the window glazing is at its

worst here - particularly at sill level. Pointing
below the plinth in the fourth (westernmost) bay is
defective and needs immediate attention, and the red
sandstone again is in very poor concition in the bay.
The doors to the South Porch need varnishing and
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the ironwork re-painting; the label mould over this
doorway is defective, as also are the copings; the
apex ornament is missing. Both buttresses of the
Porech recuire repairs and plinth renewals, and the
mouldings high up on beth buttresses are badly
weathered. .

The sill to the west window of the South Porch
should be at least dressed off, but preferably renewed
as glso should one defective length of moulding over
the windeow; the figure head on one side of the label
mewld 18 decayeds

The stonework of the west Porch is generally
good, with the exception of the short circular shafts,
which are in sandstone and the backs have dis-integrated;
these shafts require renewal. A portion of the hood
mould requires to be cut out and renewed, and so
does a portion of the horizontal mould immediately over
the arch; . the red sandstone bands should be cut

should be replaced, but the defective edges of others
(R.H.side) could he cressed back. The deal weather




! better still, replaced by a new osk strip; the
doors themselves require varnishing and the iron-
work painting. The steps show signs of weagr and
will need repair-or replacement fairly scons

In the tracery of the main west window much of

the stone mullion work reguires menewal, two of them
being very bad, as also is one part of the tracery
head, and one of the tracery cusps is missing. At
least eight of the twelve alternating sandstone
voussoirs of the arch are defective and all should
be cut back and re-faced to match. The left-hand
bottom length of the label mould reguires renewsal,
including the figurehead.

A portion of the cpping to the Nave roof has
alreacy been mentioned under "North side'! where it
hag been recommended that cone 2ft length of coping
stone should be cut out and renewed; a similar
defective length on the South side should also be
renewed and the remsining coping cleaned up.

The west window of the North Aisle appears
to be in sound condition, except that the face of the

andstone bend over the hood mould has decayed; it
might suffice if this stonework could be dressed back
to sound stons for the time being, but it will require
renewal eventually and as it is on the main approech
it could perhaps be brought forward with any current
repairs.

The stonework of the north-west buttresses is
generally good, but one corner needs attention.

Tower., The defective sill of the west window in the
bouth Poreh; at the base of the Tower, hias slrecady
been mentioned,

The red sandstone ornamental bands in the tower
and spire have perished back on the face to such
8 degree that they should be dealt with soon. It
is recomnended that they shoul? be renewed in red
hand-made tile bands, to retain this pleasing archi-
tectural fedture but at the. same tlme prevent & ré-
currence of thig defect, which is inherent when
sandstone and limestone are in juxta-position.

The circular shpfts to the Belfry windows, in
similar redsandstone, have decayed - one is now
dangerous - and should be replaced by re-constructed
stone;  this applies also to the smaller shafts
higher up in the gablets ofi the spire, and to the
voussoirs of the Belfry windows.




SaCWOTE 4016 above noles AQréw ALLENLIOoN TOSSUNG COF & RN .
ey, worst and mecre obvious defects in the stonework,
but the preparaticn of any specificetion for complete
repair c¢f the stonework weculd be comprehensive and
would cover, for instance, the removal of soft faces
noct yet broken away, and sll necessary p-inting.

-

Gutters These are generally in very good condition.
¢ downpipes.

The lecad gutter between Tower and Nave roof had
silted up and encouraged some vegetation, but this

was cleaned out and it is recommended that this gutter _
should be included ‘n an annual inspection and cleaning 11
cut of 21l rainwater gutters.

D. INTERNAL INSPECTION WORK,

Floors,. No investigation has been made under the boarded
floors of.Nave and Aisles; no sign of dampness or
rot was visible on the surface.

The encaustic tile floor of the South Porgh is
defective; there is probably no proper base, and .

it has settled unevenly; many tiles are broken,
and it is recommended that this floor be taken up, |
concreted (with dsmp-proof membrane inserted) and
re-laid either with concrete tiles of wood blocks.

detama s d s x o 4‘.-_- -L

There is a similar and more obvious area of
settlement in the tile floor at the eastern end of
the Scuth Aisle, but the need to remedy this is not
so urgent as in the porch.

The lower part of the walls in the Porch shew
signs of rising demp, and the defective stonework
should at least be scraped. If, however, the Porch
floor is takea up completely, as recommended above,
it would be an opportunity to exapine the base of
the Tower walls below ground inside and deal with
any defects,
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" Walls, It is recommended that the walls and woodwork
of the South Prrch should be cleaned down and
decorated at‘an early date, foldowing the work
described above,

It is further recommended that consideration
shoulc be given to a thorough internal cleaning
of the interior of the Church and re-decomation of
the Nave and Aisle ceilings.

FPittings. The general condition of the permanent fittings
is good and does not call for any special comment.

E. CHURCHYARD

Pavings. Condition of the paths and pavings is very good. ,/”////f




Paving and channelling of the areas immediately
up to the main walls is particularly beneficial to
the Pabrie, and it is good to see it kept in sound
condition,

The rainwater drains were not cpened up or
inspected but it was understood that they were
efftcient.

Boundaries, The houndary walls of the original Churchyard |

are maeinly in stone, and they reguire a fair amount
of attention including considerable pPointing,  In

addition there are ornamental stone piers. with red
sands.one bands wialch require o be cut back and
refaced es for the main Fabric. '

F. RECOMMENDATIONS. : -ﬁ
If the question of preparation of the Fabric for

centenary celebrations was dismissed entirely, this

report would contain very little in the way of ,

immediate and vital repair work.

The removal of the defective red sandstone columns

in high positions would be first on the list, followed
by a few items &f pointing and coping work where a
little expenditure now might prevent deterioration
later, and a few ltems of dressing back decayed
stonework.

There are many items of course which 'look' bad
and may be considered as essential items of renewgl
or repair for centenary celebrations, but they are
not vital to the stability or preservation of the Fabric at
the moment, and they might well have been left over
until the next guinguennial inspection.

It will be difficult to put a figure on the cost
of repair work, even an approximate cost, necessary
to have the building in first clesss order by 1965
but I think it would be fair to sgy that an item
such as the thorough cleaning and decoration of the
interior of the Church would rule the tctal cost
more than fabric repairs.

T therefore recommend as follows:-
(1) Specifications be prepared and estimates ob-
tained now for:- 1
(a) dealing with the red sandstone work of the
Tower and Spire and, as this will involve
scaffolding, continuing probably with further
repair and pointing of the Tower and Spire
stonework,



(b) dealing with the more urgent items of stonework
renewal and pecinting, where this would prevent
further seripus detericration. .

(c) dealing with the floor of the South Porch,
investigating at the same time the dampness
in the walls and, porsibly, re-decorating
i s Porsh.

(i1) Examination and tests to be carried cut, and
reports submitted, on :-

(a) the electrical installation.

(v) the lightning conductor and earthing.

(iii) TFstimates be obtained, if the Committee so
GieeEdos s opr—
(a) interior cleaning sand decoration,
(b) rfestoration of the bells fo full rvinging.

u

G PROCRAMME,

The above estimates and reports, together with

an addition for the less urgent repair work and

and allowance for its accumulation over the rext five
years, would give g fairly sound picture of the cost
involved in preparing for the centenary year. A .
planned programme of work and expenditure per annum
could then be drawm up and a ‘centenary' appeal
Taunehed if desire

o

It is emphasised that no major repair work should
be put in hand without a Faculty of Archdeacon's
Certifiicate.

(Signed)
AT Linford,
Chartered Architect.

1580 July, 1959

To the-Seeratany,
Paroelial Uhurcl Courcll
St.Johnls, Horninglow,
Burton-on-Trent.

(Copy to the Archdésacon of Stafford.)



