
Burton Chronicle Thursday December 15th 1864

ST. JOHN,S CHURCH, HORNINGLOW

THE ceremony of laying the FOUNDATION STONE of

the above CHURCH will take place (D.V.) on TUESDAY,

DECEMBERz7th,1864, att2 o'clock, by Mrs. Hopkins,

of Horninglow.

A Collection will be made at the close of the Ceremony.
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HORNINGLOW

I.AYING OF THE FOUNDATION STONE OF ST. JOHN'S CTIURCI{

Some months ago we noticed in our columns a bazaar held in the Town Hall,

Burton-on-Trent, the profits arising from which were to be devoted to the

erection of a church at Horninllow. The bazaar was one of a most wonderful

character, and the handsome sum of €300 was realised. ln addition to this sum

€300 have been granted by the Lichfield Diocesan Church Extension Society, and

the work has been pushed forward so energetically under the most gratifying

auspices, that on Tuesday last, which was indeed a "red letter dat' with the

inhabitants of Horninglow and the district, the foundation stone was laid. The

weather, although cold, was seasonable, and the inhabitants with their friends

put on their holiday attire, fully testifying to those who might chance to pass

through the village that some important ceremony or event was about to take

place.

The ceremony of laying the stone took place at twelve o'clock. The clergy,

architect, builders, building committee, workmen, school children, and Mrs.

Hopkins and a number of ladies formed in procession at the school, and

proceeded to the proposed site, on arriving at which the children sang the 100th

Psalm, which had a very pleasing effect.

The Rev. W. Jones, M.A., vicar of St. Modwen's Burton-on-Trent, commenced

the service by reading the prayers selected for the occasion, a hymn, "This stone

to Thee in faith we lay,"

Mr. Edward Holmes, of Birmingham, the architect, in brief and suitable terms

addressed a few words to Mrs. Hopkins and presented to her a very handsome

silver trowel of exquisite workmanship, bearing an appropriate inscription. He

then read a description of what the intended church would be, which

document, with the current coins of the realm were deposited in the bottle

under the stone, which is fixed at the north-east corner of the chancel arch.



Mrs. John Hopkins then proceeded to spread the mortar, and the stone having

been lowered into its proper place, the builders (Messrs. Lilley and Elliott, of

Ashby-de-la-Zouch), handed to Mrs. Hopkins a beautiful mahogany mallet and

square, and she having struck the stone three times with the mallet, said, "ln

the faith of Jesus Christ, we lay this stone of a church to be called St. John's

Church, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; that

this place may be a house of prayer for all time to come, to the praise and glory

of the ever blessed Trinity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. "Amen'"

The children having chanted the 87th Psalm, "Her foundations are upon the holy

hills," &c., the Rev. E. A. Causton, curate of Trinity Church, said the concluding

prayers of the appointed service. The children then sang "We build a temple,

Lord to Thee," &c., and the Rev. W. Jones pronounced the benediction.

The ceremony being over, Mr. John Hopkins addressed the assembly in a few

words expressive of the great anxiety of mind experienced by Mrs. Hopkins and

himself in the important undertaking, and wished that the church might be

erected in half the specified time, and that they all might be spared to see the

completion of the church, and some of the good results accruing therefrom.

The offerings to the stone at the close of the ceremony amounted to upwards of
f24.

lmmediately after the ceremony a large number of the clergy and visitors were

entertained at a sumptuous luncheon at the house of Mr. John Hopkins.

Between thirty and forty of the workmen at the church were also entertained at

the Plough lnn, Horninglow, where the contractors and some of the Committee

were present.

\

The school children also shared in the hospitalities of the day.


