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A Brief History of the Parish Church of St John the Divine Horninglow 

 

As Horninglow expanded, in the first half of the 19th century, quite a few of its prominent 

citizens expressed the need for their own place of worship. In 1845 the building (known 

locally as “The Institute”) was built at the junction of the Burton-Tutbury Turnpike Road 
(now Horninglow Road North) and Dog Lane (now Farm Road). This was used as a 

schoolroom, during the week and for church services on a Sunday. 

 

One of the clergy from Holy Trinity Church, in Horninglow Street, usually took the 

services and this arrangement continued for a number of years. In 1851, a census return 

records an attendance of 60 adults and Sunday School children. 
 

With Horninglow continuing to develop it was becoming obvious that it needed its own 

parish church to cater for the need of the growing population of around 2000 souls. 

Several local people, including farmers, businessmen and some of the local gentry held 

meetings to discuss the matter and in 1863, a committee was formed to set in motion 

the procedures to build a new parish church. 

 
Prominent amongst these was the brewer, John Marston, farmer, Samuel Turner, and 

John Hopkins farmer and landowner. The Revd Peter Finch, perpetual curate at Holy 

Trinity Church, who was mainly responsible for the spiritual welfare of the local citizens, 

chaired the early meetings. 

 

The plan was to build a church seating 400 people. An appeal was issued for the money 
although £1600 had already been pledged. The driving force behind the scheme was 

John Hopkins and his wife Martha. John’s elder brother, William Hopkins, although living 

in Dunstall, was extremely generous in his contributions, the main one being to 

guarantee the cost of the living. 

 

The site chosen for the new church and graveyard was on the SE corner of what is now 
Horninglow Road North and Rolleston Road. The land was kindly donated by the 2nd 

Marquis of Anglesey whose family had been the principal landowners of Burton since the 

reformation.     

 

The building costs were estimated at around £5,000 and the next 18 months were spent 

raising the balance of the money, commissioning the architect and approving the design. 

On the 21st November, 1864, the first turf was dug by John Hopkins. This was followed 
by the laying of the foundation stone by Anne, wife of William Hopkins, on St John’s Day, 

the 27th December. 

 

Building work, including the all to important churchyard, was completed by mid 1866 and 

the Bishop of Lichfield, the Rt Revd John Lonsdale, consecrated the church on 

Wednesday, 24th October of that year. It was reported that, following the consecration, 
the dignitaries adjourned to Marston’s Brewery, across the road, for refreshments. 

 

Most Victorian churches built at the time were basic and modest in their design. 

Horninglow was no exception to this. The style was geometrical in shape with a chancel, 

north vestry, a nave of 5 bays with north and south isles and a bell tower complete with 

a spire rising up to 133ft (40mtrs).  

 
The church was built, principally, of mixed grey Bath and Ancaster stone, finished with 

red sandstone trimmings and blue stone, with a roof of Welsh slate. The spire was 

dressed in white Hollington stone. Apart from vestries, that were added in 1913, the 

present exterior view is very much how the original church would have looked in 1866. 

______________________________________________________________end of pt 1 
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The interior of the church was constructed mainly of brick with a rendered 

finish and dressing of Coxbench stone. The nave arcades have octagonal piers 

with heavy crocketed (foliaged) capitals and arches of blue York and red Alton 

stone bands. 

 
Although the original proposal was for 400 sittings, in fact, the nave was completely filled 

with pews giving a total seating capacity of 458 half, of which, were deemed to be free. 

 

The church building was one thing. Like any new house it required furnishings and 

requisites for it to function. The basics were obviously the need for an altar, pulpit, 

lectern, organ, vestry furniture and hymnbooks. Luckily, various individuals generously 
covered the cost for the majority of these items.  

 

Because money was tight it was decided to have a peal of 4 steel bells. As these were in 

place well before the church was consecrated the first peal was rung out, by the 

Rolleston Ringers, on the 29th June 1866. One can only imagine the joy felt by those who 

had worked so hard to get the church built to hear this welcoming sound. Two additional 

steel bells were added at a later date. 
 

There were only two stained glass windows installed originally, the first, of these, being 

the large east window. This depicts five scenes from the life of St John with the 

appropriate text, for each scene, shown under each picture. The second one is the 

beautiful “Epiphany” window sited in the north-west corner of the church.  

 
With the final touches made and the graveyard made ready, a date was set for the grand 

opening. This took place on the Wednesday, 24th October 1866 and was performed by 

the Rt Rev John Lonsdale, Bishop of Lichfield. Following the opening the dignitaries 

retired to Marston’s Brewery, then standing on the corner of Rolleston Road, for a 

celebratory luncheon.. 

 
The church was to be called St John the Evangelist and would remain known by this 

name for another 50 years or so. It did, for a few months, remain a chapel-at-ease to 

Holy Trinity Church and the large input to the legalities involved in its building, by the 

Revd Peter Finch, of Holy Trinity Church, should not be underestimated. 

  

However, a few months later St John’s became an independent parish church in its own 

right, and the Revd John Auden was appointed as its first vicar. John Auden was, 
perhaps, fortunate in being married to Sarah one of William Hopkins’s four daughters. 

Two of her sisters were, in fact, married to two of John Auden’s other brothers – all 

clergymen. As William Hopkins had agreed to be responsible for the living, John Auden’s 

salary and accommodation were guaranteed.  

______________________________________________________________ end of pt 2 

 
The Revd John Auden set about the task of establishing the routines of church life, 

organising services and taking the many baptisms, weddings and funerals. The style of 

worship, at that time, was what is described as ‘Broad Church’. Sunday services would 

consist mainly of Morning and Evening Prayer with a Holy Communion Service held once 

a month. A thriving Sunday School was formed and gradually other church organisations 

were introduced. 

 
As Parochial Church Councils weren’t formed until the early 1920’s, vicars, holding the 

freehold to the living, had a free reign on how the parish should be run. They were aided, 

mainly however, by a parish clerk and their two churchwardens; John Hopkins and John 

Marston being the first pair to be appointed.  
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Sadly, in 1876, John Auden died at the youngish age of 46, leaving Sarah, then only 38 

years old, and the mother of their seven sons. Sarah, however, remained a resident of 

Horninglow for the rest of her life, became the main patron of the living after her 

husband and father. Later on she lived at The Poplars, then a private house, and died 

there, aged 87, at the end of 1925. 

 
To mark the life and ministry of the Revd John Auden a stained glass window was 

installed on the south side of the chancel. This shows two well-known biblical scenes with 

the captions; “I am the bread of life” and “I am the good shepherd”. 

 

A few months after John Auden’s death the Revd Sydney Orpwood Miller was appointed 

as Horninglow’s new vicar. He was a native of Ipswich and had been recommended by 
friends of the Hopkins family. At the age of 30, this was probably his first appointment 

following his curacy. Mr Miller’s ministry was to prove, by far, the longest of St John’s’ 

twelve vicars, stretching out over 31 years until his death, at the relatively early age of 

61, in 1908.  

 

In the intervening years Mr Miller witnessed many changes. Primary amongst these was 

the growth in the population and the subsequent increase in housing within the parish 
boundaries. Because of this he had the added responsibility of a Mission Church, built in 

Hunter Street in 1883, and St Aidan’s Church, built in 1884. In both cases the Mr Miller 

had the assistance of a number of curates who lived close to these churches.  It must, 

however, have been a difficult time for this added responsibility due, in no small way, to 

the lack of any available public transport at that time. 

 
John Hopkins died in January 1891. He, more than anyone, was responsible for the 

establishment of the church. To mark his life his wife, Martha, donated the large west 

window. This comprises four main panels that show the four greater prophets; from L-R, 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel. They are each depicted with a scroll entwined 

around them with texts from each of their respective books printed on the scrolls. 

 
 

For the whole of his ministry Mr Miller’s had no purpose built vicarage. For a time he lived 

at 49 Horninglow Road North before moving to No 5 Rolleston Road. There he lived, until 

his death with his wife Catherine. Mr Miller was a conventional clergyman, of his time, 

who ministered diligently to his parishioners maintaining the Broad Church tradition he 

had inherited. 

 
Mr Miller’s long ministry was marked by the installation of a stained glass window set in 

the east wall of the Lady Chapel. This was donated by the parishioners and shows two 

figures; St Paul on the left and our patron saint, John, on the right. 

_____________________________________________________________ end of pt 3 

 

In September 1908, the Revd Walter Richard Gardner was appointed as the third vicar of 
St John’s. Unfortunately, despite a promising start to his ministry in which he proved to 

be an eloquent preacher, filling the church for Evensong, he had to resign, through ill 

health, after just over a year,. 

 

The fourth vicar to take over the reigns, at the beginning of 1910, was the Revd Thomas 

Arthur Lewis. He obviously met with the approval of the main patron, Mrs Sarah Auden, 

but, being of the Anglo Catholic or High Church tradition, he immediately set out to 
change the style of worship that the parishioners of Horninglow had been accustomed to 

for the past 33 years. The Eucharist was now celebrated each Sunday and on weekdays 

as well. The side effects of this new style of worship proved too much for some members 

of the congregation and they transferred their allegiance to the newly built St Chad’s in 

Hunter Street. (See Appendix) 
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Soon after the Revd Arthur Lewis’s induction the vicarage and Parish Room were 

completed and, a year or two later, the new vestries added. The lack of a proper vicarage 

and a room suitable for social occasions and meetings, had been a great drawback over 

the years. The added vestries also released space for a more powerful organ.   

 
In 1911 the system of “Pew Rents” was abolished which meant that everyone was free to 

sit where they wished. The downside of this was that the regular income that pew rents 

raised had to be made good by other means  

 

Soon after the start of Fr Lewis’s ministry the first world-war started and he had to deal 

with and share the trauma of those many families who had lost husbands, sons, fathers 
and brothers as well as comforting the many more who had been injured. Following the 

end of the war Fr Lewis organised, as a memorial to those killed, the installation of the 

Rood Screen although this, at the time, only had the central figure of Christ place on it. A 

War Memorial, listing those 130 local servicemen killed during the war, was also placed in 

church.  

 

In 1916 St Aidan’s became a separate parish with its own incumbent. In October, of the 
same year, St John’s celebrated its 50th anniversary with a Dedication Festival and 

service of thanksgiving. By then the change in name from St John the Evangelist to St 

John the Divine had been generally accepted. This change was mainly in respect of the 

emphasis on the ministry of St John as St John the Evangelist and St John the Divine 

were one and the same person.  

 
One very sad event occurred during Fr Lewis’s ministry. On Christmas Day, 1921, Fr and 

Mrs Lewis’s sixteen-year old daughter, Helen, died. One can imagine the sorrow the 

family felt not only then but in years to come when they remembered Helen in the midst 

of this joyous season. Fr Lewis’s son, Christopher, also became a priest and lived to the 

ripe old age of 89. All members of the family, with the exception of another daughter, 

Dorothy, are buried in St John’s graveyard.   
 

At the start of the 1920’s Parochial Church Councils were formed to give ordinary 

parishioners a chance to have a say in the running of their own parish church. 

Representatives were also elected to serve as deanery and diocesan representatives. 

 

In 1922 it was decided to purchase an existing building that stood in Horninglow Road 

North, opposite Harper Avenue, for £200. This was a two-story building that had been 
built in the middle of the 19th century as a store for Marston’s Brewery. As a building it 

had seen better days but it served the purpose of the time, was centrally located, and 

most importantly, was big enough to hold large events such as dances and concerts. In 

addition, because it had more than one floor, multiple events could be held at the same 

time. Although, after being purchased it was renamed as St John’s Hall, it was still shown 

in documents and maps by its previous titles as the Drill Hall or Scout Room. 
 

___________________________________________________________End of part 4 

 

At the end of 1925 Sarah Auden died. She was the last of the independent patrons and 

had been one of the mainstays of parish life for almost sixty years. To commemorate her 

life an extremely colourful stained glass window was given by her family and placed in 

the south wall of the Lady Chapel. This was designed and commissioned by the 
Birmingham School of Art and depicts two of that great band of Northern Saints, St Chad 

and St Hilda.  
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After 15 years of faithful ministry Fr Lewis and his wife decided it was time to move on 

and in 1925 he was appointed vicar in the Shropshire village of Shawbury. He left behind 

a legacy of sacramental worship that survives to the present time. 

 

In 1926 he Revd Montague Herbert Spinney was appointed as St John’s fifth vicar. Fr 

Spinney was a very accomplished organist and musician and he built up a very large 
choir. The eight years of Fr Spinney’s ministry ran relatively smoothly and he continued 

to maintain and develop, the style of worship, he had inherited, in his own quiet way. 

 

In 1934 the Rev Percy Harold Mills was appointed vicar. Fr Mills was a slightly built man 

with an impish manner and sense of humour. Like Fr Spinney, Fr Mills’s father was also 

an Anglican priest and a regular visitor and help to the parish. Following his father’s 
death Fr Mills paid to have the additional figures of Saint John and Saint Mary placed on 

the Rood Screen. The Sacrament was also reserved for the first time during his 

incumbency.  

 

The Church Hall, on Horninglow Road North, was finally condemned, in 1938, and plans 

were immediately made to replace it with a modern building.  Unfortunately, a year later, 

the second world-war started and new building work was put on hold for the duration. To 
compound this misfortune, at the start of the war, the local Education Committee 

requisitioned the Parish Room thus leaving the parish without an effective meeting place. 

Luckily, with Fr Mills being a bachelor, he was able to make use of part of the vicarage 

for PCC meetings and the like. 

 

Fr Mills’s stay was relatively short but he maintained his contact and love for the parish 
for the rest of his life. In the 1960’s, during his retirement, he frequently travelled to 

Horninglow to assist Fr Stevens by preaching or taking services. 

 

After Fr Mills’s departure, in 1941, the Revd Alan Foster Gilbert Barker was appointed as 

the seventh vicar of the parish at the end of the year. Fr Barker was married to Gwen 

and they had a daughter, Mary who would be joined a few years later by a brother, John. 
 

Fr Barker’s incumbency started in the early years of the war and he had to deal, as Fr 

Lewis had done 25 years previously, with comforting the bereaved, and injured 

servicemen. It is a well established fact that in times of trouble and conflict, many more 

people attend church and this proved to be the case at St John’s, during the war years, 

when the church was always full for Sunday Evensong. 

 
Fr Barker also started the Men’s Fellowship Group that proved highly successful. Young 

people weren’t forgotten when a branch of the AYPA (Anglican Young People’s 

Association) was started in 1943.  

 

In August 1946 the regular Sunday Evening Service was broadcast live from St John’s 

on, what was then, the Midland Home Service.  
 

After the war ended, the question of the new Church Hall was high on the agenda. The 

original plans to build this on Horninglow Road North had been deemed impractical and a 

new site was proposed off Rolleston Road. Even, after the war ended, it was still difficult 

to get, other than essential, building work done. In the end a Nissan Hut was purchased 

and after installation, was opened in May 1949.  

____________________________________________________________End of part 5 
 

In 1952 Fr Barker left to take over the parish of St Andrew’s West Bromwich. His ministry 

had been a very busy one and he left the church in good order with a healthy mixture of 

both spiritual and social activities. 
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In September 1952 The Revd Frederick William Osborn was instituted as the next vicar of 

St Johns. Fr Osborn had previously served as senior curate at St Peter-ad-Vincula in 

Stoke-on-Trent. Fr Osborn soon made his mark felt as a very humble, holy and devout 

priest. As a bachelor he lived very frugally, with few possessions and any he acquired 

were soon given away to someone he felt was more needy. 

 
His sermons were always short, rarely more than 10 minutes long, but they always left 

the listener in no doubt of the gospel message they told. Such was their impact that 

many of the congregation wished the sermons were longer. It was a sign of the aura 

surrounding Fr Osborn that seven young men from the parish offered up themselves to 

train for the sacred ministry. 

 
Fr Osborn’s ministry was quite short and, after five years, he moved to a parish in 

Manchester. However, he eventually moved back into the Lichfield Diocese to become the 

vicar at Holy Trinity, Meir. After his retirement he returned to Burton and helped out at 

St Paul’s Church until his death.      

 

Within a relatively short time of Fr Osborn leaving, the Revd David Alan John Stevens 

was appointed the ninth vicar of St John’s. Fr Stevens was totally opposite to Fr Osborn 
in many ways. First of all he was married, to Mary, who was a doctor, and they had five 

children, four girls and a boy. Secondly, whilst Fr Osborn lived a quiet private life Fr 

Stevens liked to live life to the full. Despite these differences both men gave unstinting 

service to their ministry at Horninglow, and the parish benefited widely from their time 

here. 

 
In 1960, after advice and training from a diocesan advisor, the “Stewardship” scheme of 

direct giving, which we still use today, was started. This supplanted the previous “giving” 

scheme that had started sixteen years previously. Arising out of this the Men’s Outing 

Group was formed which is still going strong today. Also founded about the same time 

was the St John’s Cricket Team. They played several matches each season with a good 

rate of success. 
 

In the early 1960’s it was decided that the “Nissan Hut” Church Hall had reached the end 

of its useful life. In order to ensure its continual use a brick shell was built around the 

existing building and a new roof added. When this was completed the walls and roof of 

the Nissan Hut were removed, the floor made good, and final touches added to complete 

the work. Sadly, this hall is no longer viable and plans are presently in progress to build 

a new hall projecting from the south side of the church. 
 

One of the significant changes that occurred during Fr Stevens’s incumbency was the 

introduction of the evening communion service. Up to then great emphasis was made on 

the need to fast before receiving communion, which meant that any communion service 

held after noon was unthinkable. This particularly affected festivals that were celebrated 

on weekdays such as Ascension Day. Before, a sung Eucharist would be held at 6am, in 
order to allow working people attend. Now, we take for granted that a similar festival will 

be celebrated in the evening. 

 

By the mid 1960’s everyone’s thought turned to the forthcoming centenary celebrations. 

Fr Stevens set about organising the event with his customary zeal, planning services, 

several concerts and a play The highlight, however, was to be a Wine & Cheese party at 

which the celebrated poet, W H Auden, (the grandson of St Johns’s first vicar, the Revd 
John Auden) would give readings his own poetry. 

 

However, a few months before the event Fr Stevens announced that he was leaving the 

parish, to take up an appointment at Uppingham, and it was left to the curate, the Revd 

James Sinton, and the churchwardens to complete the final formalities. 
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Fr Sinton continued to hold the fort during the interregnum and it was well into 1967, 

before the Revd Kenneth Benjamin Cresswell was appointed vicar of the parish. Fr 

Cresswell was a bachelor hailing from the Black Country, with his roots firmly embedded 

in the Lichfield Diocese. 

 
The start of Fr Cresswell’s ministry saw the changes brought about by the move away 

from the Book of Common Prayer. The order for services, using the BCP, had been in 

general use, within the Church of England, since 1662. Now it was felt that the time had 

come to update the language to a more modern and inclusive form. Out went words like 

thee, thou, thine, thy and ye and in came their modern equivalent. Trials were held using 

a progression of new liturgy until the new Alternative Service Book was adopted and 
published in 1980. 

 

In 1980 Fr Cresswell was created a Prebendary of Lichfield Cathedral and left the parish 

the following year, to become Team Vicar at Longton Parish Church. Our curate, at the 

time, Fr Christopher Draycott held the fort during the interregnum. 

 

The Revd Phillip John Jefferies was the eleventh vicar of St John’s to be appointed. After 
earlier curacies, Fr Phillip had been at Oakengates for eight years where he had lived 

with his wife, Rose, and three daughters.  He was inducted into the living at St John’s, in 

May 1982 and his ministry of eighteen years proved to be the second longest for the 

parish to date. 

 

The ASB (Alternative Services Book) had, by now, been adopted and generally accepted 
by members of the congregation, although, there were a few who still missed the 

language of the Book of Common Prayer. The other change that the ASB introduce was 

the” passing of the peace”. This, for some, took a bit of getting used to but it would be a 

strange communion service today if this part of the service were not used.  

 

Although, over the years, St John’s has been fortunate in have the services of a 
succession of curates there was usually a gap of a year or two between appointments. As 

Fr Phillip encouraged an extended ministry of taking communion to the housebound and 

those in hospital, several lay people were given authority to undertake this ministry. 

Later on they were used as administrants, during Mass, and this role had steadily 

increased over the years. 

 

Probably, one of the most important issues to happen during Fr Phillip’s years at 
Horninglow, was the re-ordering of the east-end of the church. For around 40 years the 

move had gradually been towards west facing altars. However, apart from moving the 

altar a few feet forward, the layout of the chancel and sanctuary had remained mainly 

unchanged since the church was built. Fr Phillip’s idea was to have a central altar in the 

chancel, move the choir stalls to the east end and position the communion rail at the 

bottom of the chancel steps. After much deliberation and planning, this work was 
eventually carried out in 1991.  

 

In the mid 1990’s the supporting framework for the bells was deemed unsafe which 

meant that the bells could not be rung. Added to this the steel bells were showing signs 

of corrosion. It was decided to try and find a set of bronze bells from a redundant church 

and install these on a new frame. A set was eventually obtained from Holy Trinity 

Church, Batley Carr, in Yorkshire and, after much fund raising, were purchased and 
installed in 1996. 

 

In 1999 Fr Phillip was created a Prebendary of Lichfield Cathedral. A year later he left 

Horninglow, after eighteen years of devoted ministry, to take up the post of Team Rector 
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of St Mary’s Collegiate Church in Stafford. Fr Matthew Buchan, the then curate, took over 

the reigns of running the parish during the interregnum.  

 

The Revd Michael Freeman was appointed the new vicar at the beginning of 2001 and 

was duly installed into that position in March of the same year. Fr Michael had been Team 

Vicar at Elland, in W Yorkshire, for nine years where he had met and married his wife, 
Rita. Although there had been rumbles from the diocese that the vicarage was to be sold 

off and alternative accommodation sought, fortunately, this decision was delayed for the 

time being, so Fr Michael, Rita and their three children, were able to settle there on their 

arrival in the parish.  

 

By now the ASB (Alternative Services Book) had been phased out and replaced by 
Common Worship. This adoption had been put on hold until Fr Michael, as the new vicar, 

had given his approval. Soon after Fr Michael’s arrival the time of the main Sunday Mass 

was changed from 09.15 to 10.00. This was mainly done to have a better link-up with 

Junior Church. 

 

In March, 2003, an Away Day was held at St Mary’s Church, Uttoxeter. The object of this 

was to discuss, in broad terms, the current state of our parish church and what the 
future held. Out of these discussions the following Mission Statement, which we still use 

today, was formulated. 

 

  “God is calling us to be his active and visible presence, serving him and our 

neighbour, and spreading his word wherever we are.  

 
Growing together in Christ through prayer and common worship, in awareness 

of an ever-changing society, we are called to commit our time and talents to 

expand his kingdom and share his love by reaching out actively to our 

community.”  

 

St John’s has been a highly visible landmark for over 140 years and has been and will, no 
doubt, continue to be, a sign of Christian witness for many years to come. 

 

Although this brief history of St John’s church plots its course around the twelve parish 

priests who have ministered there, the sterling service given to the parish by the 

numerous curates, churchwardens, lay readers, sacristans, vergers and many others, too 

numerous to mention, should not be forgotten. 

 
 

 

 

Appendix 

 

How and why St John’s turned from a Broad Church tradition to one of Anglo-Catholic 
persuasion is lost in the annals of time. What cannot be disputed is that this change 

occurred around 1910 when the Rev Arthur Lewis was appointed as the 4th vicar of St 

John’s. His immediate predecessor, the Rev Walter Gardner, had only held the living for a 

couple of years before retiring, through health, in 1909. Walter Gardner, like his two 

predecessors, maintained the Broad Church style of worship so, as one could imagine the 

change, with Fr Lewis’s appointment, was quite dramatic. (See main draft re the Rev 

Arthur Thomas Lewis’s appointment).  
 

However, no change would have been made without the authority and say so, of the 

church’s main patron, Mrs Sarah Auden. To understand her position we have to go back 

45 years to the time the church was built. Although the main driving force, for the 

project centred around John Hopkins and his wife Martha, who were Horninglow 
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residents, John’s brother, William, who was extremely wealthy, agreed to endow the 

‘living’. 

 

William also had three eligible daughters and in the course of time, they married three 

Auden brothers who were all ordained into the Anglican ministry. Mary Jane married 

William and he became vicar of St Michael’s. Church Broughton, whose living was also 
financed by William Hopkins, Ann married Thomas and they settled in Shrewsbury and 

Sarah Eliza married John Auden who became vicar of St John’s soon after the church was 

consecrated on the 24 October 1866.  

 

John and Sarah had 6 sons and 1 daughter. Tragically, John died in 1876, at the early 

age of 45, leaving Sarah to bring up her family, the youngest son then being only 2 years 
old. When her father, William Hopkins, died in 1873, John Auden took over the patronage 

of the church and this passed, on his death, to Sarah, a position she held for 49 years 

until her death in 1925. 

 

So why, in 1910, after being the patron of St John’s for 37 years and 72 years old, did 

Sarah change course? As was the norm for the time most upper class families had at 

least one or more sons who went into the ministry. The Auden/Hopkins families were no 
exception to this. In addition the families their children married into would also have a 

number of clergyman amongst their numbers. It is known that one of Sarah’s sons, 

George Augustus Auden, was married at All Saints Church, Notting Hill, which was a 

bastion of Anglo-Catholic worship. One of the bride’s brothers-in-law (sisters husband) 

assisted at the ceremony. However, this wedding took place in 1899 which was 11 years 

before Fr Lewis’s appointment. Maybe the seeds were sown at that wedding but whatever 
the reason, 1910 proved to be a turning point in the style of worship at St John’s which 

has continued to the present day. 

 

Whether or not Sarah Auden had the support of the church’s churchwardens is 

debateable but both churchwardens were replaced around 1910 one, of whom, had been 

in office for 10 years. 
 

The combining of the Hopkins/Auden families through their various marriages brought 

with it a combination of wealth and intellectual power. The Hopkins family originated in 

the Anslow area where they were farmers. From about the beginning of the 19th century 

they expanded as landowners and merchants and grew increasingly affluent. The Auden 

family, on the other hand originated from Rowley Regis where they had industrial 

interests. Apart from those who went into the Anglican ministry many others excelled as 
teachers, scientists and soldiers. The Rev John Hopkins’s sons, in particular, were very 

intellectual and excelled in their respective professions. One of his grandsons became the 

world known poet, W H Auden. He actually came to St John’s during the centenary 

celebrations, on the 24 October 1966, to give readings of his poetry.         

 

 
 

 

 

 


