
St John's Churchwardens  

Churchwardens are, as they have been since the twelfth century, an integral part of church life. They 

were first appointed to take charge of the funds raised through rents collected from church lands. 

The wardens could, even in those early days, be either men or women and were usually elected to 

hold office for one year at a time. As time went on, as more and more land was left to the church, 

their authority and responsibility increased.  

This lead to the office of churchwarden becoming more regulated and they were required to keep 

accounts of income and expenditure. Apart from being responsible for the upkeep and fabric of their 

own particular church, churchwardens were expected to provide all necessary books, ornaments and 

furnishings necessary for the performance of regular worship. They were also mainly responsible for 

the distribution of charitable bequests to the poor and needy of their own particular parish.  

Quite a few of the Churchwarden's account records, particularly those of the turbulent times of the 

fifteenth and sixteen centuries, still exist and they form an interesting source of knowledge of parish 

life of those times.  

The office of churchwarden and the duties they undertake, are both extensive and binding in law. 

They are, in effect, officers of their particular diocesan bishop. They are responsible to him, through 

the archdeacon, for the overall state of the parish. The wand, that each churchwarden carries, is an 

outward symbol of their authority and, in times gone by, the wands were often put to a more 

practical use.  

In most cases, although not at St John's, one of the wands is topped with a crown, the other with a 

mitre. These represent the dual authority, in the Church of England, of the sovereign and the bishop. 

Likewise, of the two churchwarden's elected each year, one is usually appointed Vicar's Warden with 

the other acting as Peoples' Warden.  

Before the advent of Parochial Church Councils churchwardens were, together with the incumbent 

and main benefactor, the voice of authority of the parish church and quite often of the parish at 

large. As previously mentioned John Hopkins of the Poplars was perhaps the main driving force in 

getting St John's built. He was, with John Marston, one of the first churchwardens appointed, a 

position he held for a total of twenty-one years.  

Since St John's became a separate parish in 1867, 36 churchwardens have served in that office, some 

for just a year or two, others for much longer. They have all been elected annually at a Parish 

Meeting, a meeting that is open to all parishioners whether they are church members or not.  

The longest continuous tenure in office by a pair of churchwardens has been 15 years. This was held 

by Fred Harrison and Bill Barge between 1968 and 1983. This, in fact, was their second partnership. 

They had previously held office for 3 years from 1960-1963 so they actually held office, together, for 

a total of 18 years. The next highest partnership was 9 years; this was achieved by the church's first 

wardens, John Hopkins and John Marston, between 1867 and 1876  

Bill Barge, has been, by far, the longest serving of all 37 churchwardens. Between 1957 and 1983 he 

served the parish diligently for 26 years. John Hopkins was the second longest serving churchwarden 

holding office for 21 years with Fred Harrison coming a close third with 20 years.  

All churchwarden serving the parish since 1867 are list as follows: 

 



26 years - Bill Barge  

21 years - John Hopkins  

20 years - Fred M Harrison  

19 years - H E Corner  

18 years - Charles Dean  

15 years - James Coxon  

13 years - William Bowley; A E Hall; John Rutland  

11 years - Bert Sanders  

10 years - F W Harrison; Adam Johns 

 9 years - John Marston; Ian Deaville  

8 Years - A Coxon; G Poole  

7 years - Sidney Allcock; John Hobson  

6 Years - George Lathbury;  

5 years - Mr Wright; F J Waring; Alf Kemp: Humphrey Higgott  

4 years - Priscilla Slusar  

3 years - William Loverock; Georges Sanders; J G Smith; John Gittins; John Noble  

2 years - E Fielding; J H Porter, C W Harman; S G Rains; G Newbold; Mr Bennett  

1 Year - J Linsley 

 Neville Fowler being a continuing Churchwarden is not included in this list. 

 

The longest continuous partnership is the one of 15 years between Bill Barge and Fred Harrison 

during the years 1968 - 1983.  

Other notes; Fred Harrison senior, who had been a churchwarden for a total of twenty years, was 

killed in the Fauld explosion of the November 1944. He was an insurance agent going about his 

rounds on that fatal Monday morning.  

Humphrey Higgott also died in office on the Feast of the Epiphany 1968. Humphrey Higgott was, 

apart from being a Churchwarden and member of the PCC, for many years Head Server and Junior 

Sunday School Superintendent.  

  



 

Parochial Church Councils  

Church life before the First World War mainly involved attending church services on a Sunday, saying 

hello to one or two people then going home until it was time for church the next Sunday. There was 

little in the way of organised socialising, nothing in the form of discussion groups or courses, nothing 

in the way of the copious amount of literature that we are fed with today. Of course, wider church 

activities were not helped by the fact that we didn't have a church hall.  

There were exceptions of course. There would have been a well-attended Sunday School and Boy's 

Brigade. Records also describe a thriving Temperance Society. In addition, from the beginning of the 

century the Uniformed Organisations were beginning to flourish.  

However, as far as ordinary people were concerned it was still very much a master and servant 

scenario and they accepted the fact that the church patrons, churchwardens and the parish priest, 

made most of the day-to-day decisions. Life was also made easier by the fact that all services stuck 

rigidly to the Book of Common Prayer format. Apart from different hymns and readings each week, 

services could be readily memorised which helped most people of the time.  

For the first fifty years of St John's existence they followed, along with most Anglican churches, what 

is described as a Broad Church tradition.  

The start of the twentieth century bought about a steady awareness about the life of the working 

class.  

The First World War, despite all of its horrors, accelerated the emancipation of ordinary people, a 

fact that had slowly been evolving since late Victorian times. Those soldiers that survived the war 

had, for the first time in their lives, seen life away from their own village or town. They had mixed, in 

the camaraderie that war brings, with people outside their own class. 

Women, for the first time in their lives, had been employed as key workers in industry and they were 

unwilling to return to the pre-war status quo. They had demanded the vote since the start of the 

century and were now unwilling to be fobbed off for much longer.  

Ordinary working class people were now entering politics both at a local and national level. Trade 

Unions were now becoming more active in striving for better working conditions and a fair wage for 

their members.  

All this eventually had a knock-on-effect on church life. Immediately after the war plans were drawn 

up for a new system of church government. The basis of this was the introduction, for the first time, 

of an electoral roll in each parish. This was followed by the setting up of representative bodies to 

cover the whole of the Church of England's hierarchy - Parochial Church Councils, Ruridecanal 

Conferences, Diocesan Conferences and The National Assembly.  

Because the Church of England is the Established Church of the country, any major changes in its 

structure have to be approved by Parliament. After much discussion, Parochial Church Councils were 

given legal status for the first time by the Church of England Assembly (Powers) Act 1919 and the 

subsequent Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1921. Similar powers extended to the 

forming of The Church Assembly which consisted of three houses; those of the House of Bishops, 

House of Clergy and the House of Laity.  



Thus was some form of consultative and decision-making body, covering the full range of church life, 

fully empowered for the first since the established church came into existence nearly 400 years 

previously. These decision-making bodies remained in force until Synodical Government came into 

being in 1969.  

The first Electoral Roll of 1920 recorded 123 members. The first Parochial Church Council was 

elected, under Fr Lewis's chairmanship, at a meeting held, in the Parish Room, on the 14 April 1920. 

It was agreed that ten members should be elected of which five would be men and five women and 

those elected are listed below: 

Mr H Reading of 180 Belvedere Road  

Mr A Coxon of "Kingsley", Rolleston Road  

Mr H Fisher of 62 Eaton Road  

Mr G Cutton Of 62 Carlton Street  

Mr J Eaton of 1 Beamhill Road  

Mrs M Lewis of the Vicarage  

Miss L Bloodworth of 113 Belvedere Road (elected as PCC secretary)  

Miss L Forbes of 129 Tutbury Road  

Miss B Tomlinson of 135 Tutbury Road  

Miss G Tomlinson of 135 Tutbury Road  

Four representatives were also elected to the Ruridecanal Council. They were: 

Mr C W Harman of 160 Horninglow Road North  

Mr F Harrison of 6 Wyggeston Street  

Mr A Morgan of 29 Calais Road  

Mr 3 Bloodworth of 113 Belvedere Road  

The churchwardens at the time, Messrs H Corner and G Newbold, would have been ex-officio 

members of the PCC as were members of the Ruridecanal Council.  

During the forthcoming year eight meetings were held with an average 62% attendance.  

The Ruridecanal Council eventually became the Deanery Synod It would appear that for the first few 

years of their existence members were voted to the PCC and Ruridecanal Conference annually as by 

1921 quite a few names had changed.  

By the centenary year of 1966 PCC Members and Ruridecanal Representatives were elected for 

three year terms. Also, by 1966, the number of PCC members, excluding those ex-officio, were 

twenty-one.  

These were:  

Mr Betty Barge 

Mr Eric Hughes  



Miss Kathleen Bland (Hon Secretary)  

Mr Jim Lowe  

Mrs Muriel Butler  

Mr John Noble  

Mrs Nancie Higgott  

Mr F Rowley  

Miss Maureen Kay  

Mr John Scattergood  

Mrs Freda,Shepherd  

Mr Ben Stacey  

Mr Edgar Cartwright  

Mr HaroId Stone  

Mr Hubert Egglestone  

Mr Peter Stott  

Mr Ken Forbes  

Mr Frank Wilson  

Mr John Wood  

Mr Wilson Gale  

Mr Fred Harrison (Hon Treasurer) 

  



 

St John's Church Hall  

The earliest building used for church activities is the one which still stands on a small island on the 

corner of Farm Road and Horninglow Road North, and is still known locally as "The Institute". Built in 

1845 its original primary use was as a schoolroom. However on Sundays it was used as mission 

church with one of the clergy from Holy Trinity church taking the services. After the church and 

National School were built it was used in the context of its well-known, name as an institute where 

people could meet for leisure purposes and also as a meeting room.  

It should be remembered that unlike today, church meetings were few and far between (PCC's not 

being established until the early 1920's). There was however then, as now, an annual church 

meeting where the churchwardens were elected and general and financial matters discussed. 

Various venues would have been used for this purpose some satisfactory others less so.  

In 1910, what has always been known as the Parish Room, was built in memory of, and through the 

generosity of, Martha Hopkins who was the widow of John Hopkins of the Poplars, Rolleston Road. 

John and Martha had worked tirelessly, with many others, to get St John's Church built and they 

continued to support the ministry of the church right up to their deaths in the 1890's. The beginning 

of the 20th century had seen an increasing need for St John's to have a meeting room of its own and 

no doubt the resulting building was soon put to good use.  

The memorial plaque states;  

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN MEMORY OF MARTHA HOPKINS THIS CHURCH ROOM WAS BUILT 

OUT OF FUNDS GIVEN BY HER FOR THIS PARISH 1910  

Right up to the present time the Parish Room has continued to play a vital role in the life of St John's. 

Its size and accessibility makes it ideal for all but the grand occasions when something larger is 

required. During the Second World War and immediately following, it was requisitioned by the 

Burton Education Committee as an annexe to Horninglow infants School and its use as a church 

building was severely curtailed. Apart from those years there have been very few weekdays or 

Sundays that haven't seen the Parish Room used.  

In terms of layout the building has changed little over the years. The original entrance door was off 

Rolleston Road, in the centre of the outside wall. The two coal burning fireplaces, at either end of 

the room, have been replaced by gas heaters and, recently, the toilets have been upgraded to cater 

for the disabled  

The only drawback to the Parish Room was its size. Whilst it was adequate for small social occasions 

and meetings it was no good for large events so, in 1922, it was decided to purchase an existing 

building that stood in Horninglow Road North opposite Harper Avenue for £200. This was a two-

story building that had been built in the middle of the 19th century as a store for Marston's Brewery. 

As a building it had seen better days but it served the purpose of the time, was centrally located, and 

most importantly, was big enough to hold large events such as dances. In addition, because it had 

more than one floor, multiple events could be held at the same time. Although, after being 

purchased it was renamed as St John's Hall, it was still shown in documents and maps by its previous 

titles as the Drill Hall or Scout Room. However, by the mid 1930's, concern was expressed about its 

condition, particularly the safety of the first floor, that eventually, at the beginning of 1938, the 

Burton Watch Committee deemed it unsafe to be used as a public building.  



The PCC of the day decided that a church hall was an absolute necessity and it was agreed that the 

existing building be demolished and a new, purpose-built, hall be erected on the same site. To 

achieve this a committee was formed with the brief of raising the necessary money, which had been 

estimated as £2500. Within a year half of this target had been reached but unfortunately the start of 

World War Two intervened and with it came the introduction of building restrictions, which 

effectively called a halt to any new, other than essential, building work.  

The situation was further exasperated when, at the beginning of the war, the Burton Education 

Committee requisitioned the Parish Room as a schoolroom to supplement the overflow from the 

Horninglow Road Infants School. This restricted its use for church purposes to a limited number of 

evening events.  

Money, however, continued to be raised and the New Hall project was kept very much alive 

throughout the war years. As building restrictions continued during the post war years the PCC 

decided, in 1948, to purchase a second hand Nisson Hut and site it on a new location with an 

entrance off Rolleston Road. Nisson Huts had come into their own during the war as a quick way of 

providing buildings for the military. They were mass-produced, in modular form, and as they were 

sectional could easily be transported and quickly erected. The same building would often, during the 

course of the war, be resited in a number of different locations. The main feature of the Nisson Hut 

was its semi-circular corrugated roof. Whilst providing a rigid structure they tended to make the 

inside of the building cold in winter, hot in the summer and noisy when it rained.  

At the beginning of 1949 the Nisson Hut arrived, was erected on pre-formed foundations, then all 

the necessary work carried out on wiring, painting and external and internal flooring and finishes. 

Finally, the building was furnished and equipped with all that was necessary to make it fully 

functional.(End of part 1) In keeping with the time two hard tennis courts were provided. 

In order to celebrate the fact that the church had been without a hall for eleven years a "Grand 

Opening Week" was planned. This started off on Sunday, 8 May 1949, with a Parish Eucharist at 9 

am., after which everyone processed to the new hall for the opening dedication by Mrs W Payton; 

this being followed by a Parish Breakfast. The preacher at evensong that evening was Fr Percy Mills 

who was the vicar when the previous church hall was declared unfit.  

The week continued with nightly events which included a Men's Night, Youth Night, Young Wives' 

Party, Parish Concert, Beetle Drive, Sunday School entertainment, and finally a Carnival Dance on 

Saturday, 14 May. Individual charges were made for all the week's events but it was possible to 

purchase a season ticket at a cost of 5/- (25p) which was excellent value, even for 1949. 

Thanksgiving Services were held on the final Sunday, the preacher at evensong being Fr Vivian 

Woodward who had been Fr Mills's curate throughout his ministry.  

The tennis courts were officially opened by the playing of a mixed doubles match between Fr Barker 

with his wife Gwen, and Mr & Mrs Cecil Alexander. A tennis club was formed and the secretary for a 

number of years was Freda Gresley better known to us now as Freda Shepherd. Unfortunately, the 

post war years saw a gradual demise in tennis clubs so the courts gradually fell into disuse. This 

coincided with an increase in car ownership so, reluctantly, the area was converted to a car park for 

the hall. 

As a point of interest Mr & Mrs Alexander lived in Mona Road and they very generously offered 

lodgings to a number of St John's curates throughout the 1940's and 50's.  



The new hall was soon put to good use by the various church groups and organisations; it was also 

widely used for private parties and receptions as well as by a number of clubs and societies. St John's 

at the time had an excellent Dramatic Society. Several plays were produced and the annual 

pantomime was a very much looked forward-to event. The original hall caretaker was Mr Harry 

Gilbert of Wyggeston Street.  

Although the facilities were perhaps basic by today's standards the parish rejoiced at having the new 

hall after struggling without one for eleven years. Nisson Huts, however, were designed for a life 

span of ten years although this could be extended with good maintenance and care. It was 

appreciated that sooner or later the Nisson Hut would have to be replaced by a more permanent 

structure so in the early 1960's, our then vicar, Fr David Stevens, and the PCC launched an appeal for 

more funds. By this time there were no building restrictions to contend with apart from those 

required for planning.  

The appeal was spread right across the town and thanks to generous donations from businesses and 

the general public the go ahead was given for the hall, as we know it today, was built. It was 

somewhat of a complicated procedure as the original hall still had to function, with any disturbance 

to parish life kept to a minimum. In order to achieve this the new hall was built around the original 

hall so only when this was watertight and almost complete was the Nissan Hut dismantled and the 

final finishes applied.  

The architect for the new hall was Wilson Gale who was a member of our congregation. The building 

was officially opened in 1965 ready for the centenary celebrations, which were due to take, place a 

year later. 

 

  



Organisations  

Anglican Young Peoples' Association — AYPA  

Although the organisation originated in Canada, in 1902, it didn't make its way to England until much 

later, finally arriving in Horninglow in the early 1940's. The AYPA was started, as the name implies, to 

give young people, in the Anglican Communion, the opportunity to meet for worship, socialising and 

sport. Each AYPA branch was part of a network that was organised first at diocesan level then 

nationally. Membership started at the age of 14. The AYPA had four principal aims; Worship, Work, 

Fellowship and Edification.  

Meetings were held weekly and started with evening prayer in church then into the Parish Room 

(later on in the Church Hall) for a programme of wide ranging activities. Members also met after 

evensong on a Sunday but this was optional. However, during the war, several get togethers were 

arranged where the members played host to visiting groups of the armed forces who were stationed 

locally.  

Three monthly week-end rallies were held, usually within the diocese. Starting on a Saturday 

members would travel, by train, to far flung places such as West Bromwich, Stoke and Leicester for 

two days of fellowship with members of other branches. Accommodation was laid on in member 

host's houses for the Saturday night then on to Sunday for a Church service before returning home 

later on in the day.  

The highlight of the year was a two-week summer camp that was held<during the summer holidays, 

in a private school at Yeaton Peverey which is a small village a few miles NW of Shrewsbury. 

Although most young people only went for a week it was a week packed with activities in 

magnificent surroundings.  

Although the AYPA continued to flourish for a quarter of a century, nurturing many young people of 

the time, some, of whom went forward for ordination, it gradually ran its course, in Horninglow at 

least.  

Boys' Brigade  

It is recorded that a branch of the Boys' Brigade was formed at St John's in 1894 with the curate of 

the time, the Rev Bannerman appointed as captain. His lieutenants were W Johns, E Hardy and C 

Moorcroft. The Boys' Brigade was started, eleven years earlier, by a teacher called William Smith in 

North Woodside. Finding the youth of the day to be bored and listless he put into practice the 

experienced he had gained as a lieutenant in the volunteers even going as far as giving leaders army 

ranks.  

The aims of the new organisation was to instil obedience, discipline and self-respect in its members. 

All the boys had a uniform and their badge was an anchor with the words Sure and Steadfast on it. 

This was based on the nineteenth verse of the sixth chapter of the letter of Paul to the Hebrews. The 

main object of the new organisation was the advancement of Christ's Kingdom among boys and the 

promotion of Reverence, Discipline and Self-respect  

Temperance Society  

A branch of the Temperance Society was formed at St John's in 1894. Surprisingly this appeared to 

be aimed mainly at children for one year later it was recorded that 150 children were members plus 

a few adults. Mr J E Collins was elected St Johns first president with Mr P P Raven acting as secretary. 


